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THE  FOREST 

Sand  Ridge  State  Forest,  largest  of  the  Illinois 
State  Forests,  is  in  Mason  County  about  25 
miles  southwest  of  Peoria.  Formerly  called 
Mason  State  Forest  after  the  county  in  which  it 
is  located,  the  area  was  officially  renamed  to 
Sand  Ridge  State  Forest  in  1971.  The  forest  is 
dedicated  to  proper  management  of  a  forest-type 
environment. 

Sand  Ridge  is  especially  interesting  because  the 
sandy  soil  supports  a  wide  range  of  plants  such 
as  prickly  pear  cactus  (Opuntia  sp.),  sandbur 
and  others  which  are  more  commonly  found  on 
a  desert-type  site.  The  cactus  grows  abundantly 
and  visitors  should  be  wary  of  the  long,  sharp 
spines.  The  waxy  yellow  flowers  are  a  special  at¬ 
traction  at  the  end  of  June. 


HISTORY 

Most  of  the  land  was  acquired  in  1939  when 
5,504  acres  were  purchased.  At  that  time,  some 
of  the  land  was  in  abandoned  or  rundown  small 
farms  and  the  rest  was  natural  hardwood  timber. 

Additional  land  acquired  in  recent  years  has  in¬ 
creased  the  total  to  6,389  acres  but  many  pri¬ 
vately-owned  tracts  are  still  interspersed  with 
state-owned  acres. 


TIMBER  MANAGEMENT 

More  than  half  of  the  area  of  Sand  Ridge  State 
Forest  is  in  native  "sand  oak"  timber,  consisting 
of  black  oak,  blackjack  oak  and  hickory.  This 
timber  has  little  commercial  value  but  does  pro¬ 
vide  protection  for  the  soil,  habitat  and  food  for 
wildlife  and  a  variety  of  color  in  the  fall. 

Initially  many  of  the  plantings  were  done  on  an 
experimental  basis.  Today  they  clearly  indicate 
the  tree  species  that  do  well  on  the  sandy  forest 
soils.  Future  plantings  will  be  mostly  red  and 
white  pines,  which  grow  rapidly  and  show  ex¬ 
cellent  promise  for  future  wood  products. 


The  pine  plantations  are  being  managed  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  fast  growth  of  high  quality  wood  prod¬ 
ucts.  Trees  are  pruned  to  produce  knot-free 
wood  and  thinnings  are  utilized  for  pulpwood, 
posts  and  poles.  Prime  sawlogs  will  be  the  final 
product. 

The  forest  is  a  living  demonstration  to  land- 
owners  who  have  similar  land. 


FACILITIES 

Sand  Ridge  Forest  provides  the  opportunity  for 
a  number  of  outdoor  activities  and  is  managed 
under  the  "multiple  use"  concept. 

Hunting:  Allowed  only  in  season  with  squirrels 
and  deer  the  most  popular  game.  Quails,  doves, 
rabbits  and  raccoons  are  present,  but  are  not 
plentiful.  Brush  piles,  food  patches  and  small 
ponds  are  used  to  maintain  game  populations. 

Picnicking:  Picnickers  will  enjoy  the  wilderness 
atmosphere  of  the  forest.  Tables  and  drinking 
water  are  available. 


Prickly  pear  cactus  (Opuntia  sp.) 


Camping:  There  are  three  camping  areas,  a  fam¬ 
ily  area,  a  group  area  and  an  area  used  by  visi¬ 
tors  with  horses.  The  primitive  nature  of  this 
pastime  is  emphasized. 

Horse  Trails:  Over  9  miles  of  marked  bridle 
trails  are  provided  for  visitors  with  horses.  A 
separate  assembly  area  and  campground  has 
been  developed  for  the  horsemen. 

Nature  Trails:  The  short  Black  Oak  nature  trail 
provides  an  outdoor  learning  experience  for  visi¬ 
tors  of  all  ages. 

Other:  User  of  the  forest  also  include  nature 
study  groups,  school  classes,  scout  groups,  in¬ 
sect  collectors,  hikers,  motor  sightseers,  bird 
watchers  and  so  forth.  Over  150  species  of  birds 
have  been  recorded,  including  crossbills,  gos¬ 
hawks  and  eagles.  A  checklist  is  available  at  the 
forest  headquarters. 

Please:  The  forest  is  protected  from  spreading 
fires  by  a  system  of  plowed  firebreaks  and  a 
ready  fire-fighting  crew  but  your  help  is  needed 
in  protecting  the  area.  Always  be  careful  with 
any  type  of  fire  and  report  fires  to  the  forest 
headquarters  as  soon  as  possible. 

Do  not  drive  on  the  firebreaks.  It  is  illegal  and 
you  might  get  stuck. 


MASON  STATE  TREE  NURSERY 


The  Mason  State  Tree  Nursery  is  about  5  miles 
south  of  the  forest  near  Topeka.  The  80-acre 
nursery  has  a  capacity  of  25  million  plants  which 
are  used  on  state  forests  and  other  department 
lands.  Approximately  one-half  of  the  7-million 
annually  produced  are  planted  by  private  land- 
owners.  Order  blanks  for  trees  may  be  obtained 
from  your  local  district  forester. 

GLEASON  NATURE  PRESERVE 

Adjoining  Sand  Ridge  State  Forest  on  the  west, 
the  Henry  Allan  Gleason  Nature  Preserve  serves 
to  preserve  the  bladder-pod  (Lesquerella  ludo- 
viciana),  the  Cristatella  jamesii  and  other  rare 
sand-loving  plants.  A  permit  is  required  to  visit 
the  area. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Other  state  forests  include  Big  River  in  western 
Illinois,  Hidden  Springs  in  east-central  Illinois 
and  Trail  of  Tears  in  southern  Illinois. 

For  further  information  concerning  Illinois  State 
Forests  write  to  the  Department  of  Conservation, 
Division  of  Forestry,  Room  611,  State  Office 
Building,  Springfield,  Illinois  62706. 
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